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RUTH B. CRADDOCK FUND 
FOR THE PROMOTION OF NURSING STUDENT RESEARCH 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 
I. Purpose 

 
The Ruth Craddock Fund supports the research mission of the University of Louisville, 
School of Nursing (ULSON). Financial assistance is awarded to qualified undergraduate 
and graduate students to: 
A. Conduct a research project. 
B. Disseminate research findings at a professional conference. 
C. Support a faculty mentored research conference experience.  

 
II. Criteria for Awarding Ruth Craddock Funds 

 
A. Applicant Criteria 

1. The student must be enrolled at the SON in the semester for which they are 
requesting support.  

2. The student’s faculty research advisor/mentor must support the application. 
3. All graduate students must concurrently apply for funding from the Graduate 

Student Council/Graduate School to maximize the use of Ruth Craddock 
Funds. For graduate students requesting funding to present at a conference, 
you are expected to apply to GSC/SIGS as soon as you receive notification 
that your abstract is accepted, because the pool of funds available is often 
limited. 

 
B.  Application 

1. The student must submit an electronic copy of the application to the Research and 
Grants Manager in the Office of Nursing Research. Students requesting funding to 
present must submit the application at least 30 days before the conference to be 
considered for the maximum award of $600. 

2. Applications that are incomplete and/or not signed by the research mentor will 
not be reviewed. 

 
C. Competitive Basis for Fund Allocation 

Allocation of funding will be based on the merit and quality of the application and 
available funds. The application will be reviewed by the members of the Research and 
Scholarship Committee. The committee will give priority to support research and 
research presentations. Undergraduate and graduate students in any SON program are 
eligible to apply.  Funds will be awarded on a first come, first serve basis. Applications 
will be accepted throughout the academic year as long as funds are available.  If 
additional funds are available, a student can apply for more than one award a year.  

 
III. Award Allocation 

 
The amount of the award will be determined by the number of requests and the availability 



 

2  

of funds. The Research and Scholarship Committee will award a maximum of $600 for 
applicants who are conducting or presenting research. For applicants attending a research 
conference as part of a faculty mentored research experience, a maximum of $500 will be 
awarded. Students must submit a final written report to the Research and Grants Manager 
in the Office of Nursing Research within 60 days of completion of the research 
project/presentation or attendance at a research conference. If a final report is not 
completed within the 60 days, the student will not be eligible for future funding. 

 
IV. Notification 

 
A. Students will be informed of the funding decision by the committee member responsible 

for the Ruth Craddock funds.  
B. If applicable, all travel arrangements (registration, airfare, hotel, per diem, ground 

transportation, etc.) must be made by the Research and Grants Manager in the Office of 
Nursing Research. Early bird registration is required.  

C. For research grants, expenditure of funds must be coordinated with the Research and 
Grants Manager in the Office of Nursing Research. 

D.  Students approved for funding who do not successfully complete the activity outlined in 
their application must return all funds awarded.  

 

V. Final Report 
 

A final report must be submitted within 60 days after the research completion, presentation, 
or the experience. The report should be emailed to the Research and Grants Manager. The 
format for the final report is included with this application. 

 
VI. Thank You Note to Dr. Craddock’s Heirs 

At the completion of the research/presentation/experience, all awardees must send a personal 
thank you note to Dr. Craddock’s heirs at the address below. Please briefly describe what you 
did with the funds and how it supported your development as a researcher. 

 
Ms. Jill Conrad 

 
3933 Pfile Drive 

 
Rootstown, OH  44727
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RUTH B. CRADDOCK FUND 
FOR THE PROMOTION OF NURSING STUDENT RESEARCH 

APPLICATION 

1. 
Name 

2. 
              Email address   Telephone 

3. Type of Funding Request:

Research Grant: ______     Presentation: ______    Mentored Experience: ______

4. Title of Research Project/Presentation/Mentored Experience:

____________________________________________________________________

Research Advisor Name: 

Total Amount Requested:   

I, the undersigned, certify that the statements herein are true and completed to the best of my 
knowledge. I agree, if awarded, to: 1) use the granted funds as outlined and to return excess 
funds to the Ruth B. Craddock Endowment Fund, 2) acknowledge the Ruth B. Craddock 
Endowment Fund in all reports, presentations, and publications, 3) accept responsibility for the 
scientific conduct of the project if a grant is awarded as a result of this application, 4) submit a 
final report to the University of Louisville School of Nursing Research  and Scholarship 
Committee via the Research and Grants Manager when the project or event is completed, and 
5) send a Thank You Note to Dr. Ruth Craddock’s heirs.

Signature Date 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
For Committee Use Only 

Date _______________________________________ 

Approved _________________          Amount Approved $_________________ 

Disapproved _________________     

Comments____________________________________________________________________ 
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RUTH B. CRADDOCK FUND 
FOR THE PROMOTION OF NURSING STUDENT RESEARCH 

Guidelines for Submission 

Budget (Must be completed for all three types of applications) 

A. Itemized Budget
B. Budget Justification (Include a short paragraph to explain budget items)
C. Total Requested
D. Other Sources of Funding (List other sources/amount of funding and how these will be

used).

Research Project Application 

I. Are the funds requested for dissertation research?   Yes _____    No ______

If so, has the dissertation proposal received committee approval?  Yes ______  No _______

II. Title and Brief Project Narrative (limit 3 single-spaced pages, excluding references; 12-
point Times New Roman font)
A. Purpose/Specific Aims
B. Background/Significance
C. Methods: design, sample, setting, measures, procedure, and data analysis plan.
D. Timeline for research project
E. References

Conference Presentation Application 

Submit a copy of the acceptance notification and the abstract accepted for presentation. 

Mentored Conference Experience Application 

A. Purpose: What do you intend to do?
B. Significance: Why is this experience important?
C. Organization Sponsoring the Event
D. Conference Plans: Personalized timeline for activities/sessions you will attend.
E. Results: How will you share your conference experiences?
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RUTH B. CRADDOCK FUND 
FOR THE PROMOTION OF NURSING STUDENT RESEARCH 

 
Final Report Guidelines 

Due 60 days after research completion, presentation, or conference 
Submit to the Research and Grants Manager in the Office of Nursing Research 

 
 

1. Research Project 
a. Title 
b. Outcomes 

 
2. Conference Attendance 

a. Title of Research Presentation 
b. Conference Dates 

 
3. Mentored Conference Experience 

a. Outcomes 
 

4. Describe how each of your objectives were met.  (1 – 3 pages for final report.) 
 

5. Signature confirming that a Thank You Note has been mailed to Dr. Craddock’s heirs. 
By signing the line below, I hereby confirm that I have mailed a Thank You Note to Dr. 
Craddock’s heirs.  
 
Signature:       Date:      
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